
To Appropriation Committee Members:  

My name is Iralis De Jesus, Student Government President from Naugatuck Valley Community 

College, and I currently reside in Waterbury. I am only the second person to attend college. My parents 

couldn’t afford a four-year university so I applied to Naugatuck Valley Community College not knowing 

what I wanted to do exactly. I got accepted and was given the opportunity to have an education and 

figure out what I wanted to do. This upcoming May I will be graduating with an associate’s degree in 

Liberal Arts and Sciences; however, this journey wouldn’t have been possible without the amazing 

faculty and staff that we have. They have given the students a chance to learn new things, and have 

different services to help in their education. If the budgets were to be cut the number of faculty and 

staff may need to be decreased and fewer students would be able to take the classes they need to work 

towards graduation. As Student Government President I am exposed to various things and how money 

plays a big factor in a student’s education. Here at Naugatuck Valley Community College we have a 

tutoring center that is free to all students called the Academic Center for Excellence. If the budget were 

to be cut, this could take a toll on this amazing facility.  Many of our students, including myself, go there 

and receive help in our classes, and without tutoring many students wouldn’t be able to achieve the 

grades they have now. I wasn’t able to afford college, but thanks to financial aid I have been able to pay 

for my classes and graduate. However, many students don’t have that privilege. Budget cuts may cause 

for tuition to increase making many students have to find another way to pay for classes. I am currently 

looking at various schools to transfer to, and I didn’t realize how expensive they are, unlike any of the 

community colleges. They give students privileges to get an affordable education. In the future I hope to 

become a cardiothoracic surgeon and hopefully one day open my own hospital. If it weren’t for 

Naugatuck Valley Community College I wouldn’t have been able to attend college and start my journey. 

In regard to all of this, I hope you please consider not cutting our budget because it can have many 

negative effects.  Thank you for your attention. 


